4. TRANSITION OF CHILDREN FROM PART C SERVICESTO PART B SERVICES

The State of Missouri has developed the following policies and procedures to ensure a
smooth and effective transition from Part C (First Steps) servicesto Part B (local school
district) services for children with disabilities at age three.

Six months prior to the child’ s third birth date, the Part C service coordinator will
convene an | FSP meeting to discuss the transition process with the parents and other
team members in order to develop atransition plan. At this time, the team documents
the steps to be taken to provide the child with a smooth and effective trangtion to the
public school and/or other services as appropriate. If the parent agrees, local education
agency (LEA) [district special education] personnel must beinvited and attend this
IFSP meeting. |f a member of the LEA staff wasinvited, but did not attend the
transition meeting, the LEA must contact the parent at least 120 days prior to the
child’sthird birth date. The purpose of the contact isto explain the processthe
district will complete to determine the child’s digibility for servicesunder Part B
of the IDEA and, if digible, the stepsthat will be necessary to assurethe provison
of serviceson the child’sthird birth date unlessthe birth date occursduring a
routine school break.

If the parent [agrees to determine if their child is €ligible] wants an dligibility
determination for special education and related services under Part B of IDEA, the
Part C service coordinator shall [obtain] release{(s) of] information to the LEA [public
school at this meeting to ensure the timely receipt by the school district]. Any
information that will assist the [district] LEA in determining the child’ s eigibility and
[programmatic] special education and related service needs [should] must be
[considered for] released and must be donein such a manner so asto ensurea
timely receipt by the LEA. [That i]l nformation provided [should] must include, at a
minimum, the following:

A. child and parent name, address, and phone number, and the [student's] child’s
birth date;

B. current copy of the entire IFSP which includes present levels of functioning,
early intervention services, and transition plan;

C. dl evauationsthat have occurred in the previous year, and if not contained in
the child’ s record, where the information can be obtained; and,

D. any written reports from service providers within the last year.

Upon receipt of the information, the L EA [local districts] must follow_ [provide written
notice to the parent] initial evaluation procedures as outlined in in the Part B State
Plan. [The evaluation team members will review the existing data to determine if there
is a need for additional testsin order to determine eligibility.] [Local districts] LEA are
required to provide special education and related services to eligible children as
identified in the |EP as of the child' s third birth date unless the birth date occurs during
anormal vacation period for the public school. The [district] L EA can document that it
has made a diligent effort to complete the evaluation and |EP proc process, but despite that
effort, was unable to do so within timelines. |EPs developed in the spring or summer
may identify the implementation date as the first day of school in the fall.
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